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The Hungarian Accreditation Committee is a national body of experts for the evaluation of the
quality of higher education, scientific research and artistic activity and the internal quality assurance systems at higher education institutions, and for providing its expertise in procedures
relating to higher education institutions.

Inaugural meeting of the new HAC, 1 March 2012. Functionaries at the time, from left:
Norbert Kis, Deputy Secretary of State for Higher Education; Rózsa Hoffmann, Secretary of State for
Education; Miklós Réthelyi, Minister of Human Resources; Ervin Balázs, newly appointed HAC President;
József Pálinkás, President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

THE HAC OVER TWO DECADES
The HAC was established with Hungary’s first higher education act in 1993, made possible by
a new political regime at the beginning of the decade. The establishment was based on a
consensus with higher education institutions and policy makers to cooperate for the sake of
the quality of higher education. For that purpose, the institutions voluntarily handed over a
part of their constitutional autonomy to an independent commission whose members were
delegated by the Rectors’ Conference, the Academy of Sciences and other stakeholder bodies. Already In these early years of quality assurance in Europe, the HAC membership included
a non-voting student representative from the National Students’ Union and two foreign higher
education experts. The International Advisory Board, which continues to this day, was established in the first year.
The size of the membership has changed over time, from 30 to 29 to 18 to 20, as have the rules
and regulations – internal and external – that govern the HAC’s activities. In 2012 it got its fifth
president. The general mission has remained fundamentally the same.

MISSION
Based on its mandate set down in the Higher Education Act, the HAC’s mission is to contribute
to advancing the quality of the social commitments of the Republic of Hungary as a member
of the European Union and of the institutions of higher education and intellectual training that
promote the welfare of its citizens, and to enhance the quality of their organizations, operation, expert groups and workshops. The general aim of the HAC is to safeguard the quality of
Hungarian higher education, to ensure its functioning in compliance with the requirements
proclaimed in laws and legislative provisions, and to support the development of the quality
of higher education.
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THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM
Pursuant to the Higher Education Act, the
core activities of higher education institutions include education, academic research, and artistic creation. The educational core activity of the higher education
institution extends to include the higher
education vocational training, the Bachelor programme, the Master programme,
the doctoral programme and the postgraduate specialist training.

training that do not result in a higher education degree (higher education vocational training, post-graduate specialist
training).
State recognised institutions are listed in
the annex of the Higher Education Act.
The three-cycle degree structure, in accordance with the Bologna Declaration,
was introduced in September 2006. The
multi cycle system offers education at
Bachelor level (ISCED 6; 2011) that lasts 6-8
semesters, which can be followed by Master level (ISCED 7; 2011) courses of a maximum of 4 semesters. Master courses built
upon a former obtained Master’s degree
last 2 semesters. The third cycle provides
doctoral programmes (ISCED 8; 2011). Besides multi cycle courses, there are a few
study fields where education remained undivided long cycle (10-12 semesters, 300360 ECTS credits, ISCED 7; 2011).

Universities or colleges (non-university
higher education institutions) qualify as
higher education institutions in Hungary.
Universities are higher education institutions authorised to provide Master programmes in at least two fields of study and
offer doctoral programmes and award
doctoral degree in at least two fields of
study, provided that at least half of their
teaching and research staff employed directly or on a public service employment
basis have a doctoral degree, and the university has at least three faculties, operates
students' study circles and is able to provide studies in foreign languages in some
of its programmes.

There are also post-graduate specialist
trainings for graduates holding a Bachelor
or Master degree, launched by higher education institutions, which do not lead to
another degree.

Universities are authorised to offer programmes in every educational cycle. Colleges can also operate in a faculty structure provided that at least one-third of
their teaching and research staff employed directly or on a public service employment basis have a doctoral degree.

In addition, there are (short-cycle)
higher education vocational trainings
(ISCED 5; 2011) of 4 to 5 terms provided
by higher education institutions, which
are conditional on the secondary
school leaving examination and result
in an advanced vocational qualification. Part of the ECTS credits obtained
during this training must be recognised
in relevant Bachelor programmes, as
provided for in law.1

Colleges are entitled to operate students'
study circles. Colleges are authorised to
provide Bachelor programmes, Master
programmes, single-cycle long programmes, in accordance with the provisions of the government decree, as well as

Excerpted from the Eurydice website at https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Hungary:Higher_Education
1
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HAC TASKS
HAC's main activities are











ex ante evaluation of new higher education institutions
ex ante evaluation of VET programmes
ex ante evaluation of framework requirements of bachelor programmes
ex ante evaluation of framework requirements of master programmes
ex ante evaluation of bachelor programmes to be launched at an institution
ex ante evaluation of master programmes to be launched at an institution
ex ante accreditation of new doctoral schools at universities
ex ante evaluation of applications for professorial positions by universities
ex post accreditation of institutions and their faculties in five-year cycles
ex post accreditation of VET programmes, study programmes and doctoral schools
in five-year cycles

The average number of issues deliberated and decided by the HAC per year is about 300-400.
Of the ex ante programme accreditation applications, the HAC passes on average 50% negative decisions. For ex ante doctoral school applications, the average is 30%, and for university
professorship applications not supported by the HAC the average is 25%.

Expert Activity for Public Administration Procedures
Applications are submitted to the Educational Authority, a central office under the supervision
of the Minister of Human Resources, which forwards them to the HAC requesting its expert
opinion.
Granting operating licenses for higher education institutions and reviewing operating licenses
On request of the Educational Authority, the HAC issues expert opinions for granting operating
licenses of higher education institutions and in procedures to review such operating licenses.
In the course of preparing its expert opinion, the HAC assesses education, scientific research
and artistic activities against standards set down in legislation and the HAC’s assessment criteria, taking into account the European Standards and Guidelines.

Granting operating licenses and reviewing education
Framework requirements for new bachelor and master programmes)
On request of the Educational Authority, the HAC issues expert opinions on applications for the
framework requirements, referred to in Hungary as education and outcome requirements, for
new bachelor or master programmes.
In developing its expert opinion, the HAC examines whether the proposed framework requirements for the new programme developed by the applicant institution comply with the legal
provisions. Moreover, the HAC examines whether the proposed framework requirements provide a suitable basis for designing a study programme that will ensure that students are able
to attain the knowledge and competences appropriate for the given level that will allow them
to advance to a higher qualification level or to obtain a scientific degree in the given field,
and that meet the needs of the job market.
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New bachelor and master programmes to be launched at an institution
On request of the Educational Authority, the HAC issues expert opinions in procedures for licensing or reviewing (or discontinuing) bachelor or master programmes at higher education
institutions.
In developing its expert opinion, the HAC examines whether the institution has worked out an
educational plan for the proposed programme in accordance with the legal framework and
the appropriate framework requirements. The HAC further examines whether the programme
or proposed programme ensures that students are able to attain the knowledge and competences appropriate for the given level that will allow them to advance to a higher qualification
level or obtain a scientific degree in the given field, and which meet the needs of the job
market. Moreover the HAC examines whether the institution’s staff and facilities ensure the
quality of education and research.
Hungarian higher education institutions launching off-site programmes abroad
On request of the Educational Authority, the HAC issues expert opinions in procedures for licensing or reviewing (or discontinuing) bachelor or master programmes offered by higher education institutions off site or in a foreign country.
In developing its expert opinion, the HAC examines the programme against its regular standards and criteria. In addition, it examines whether the site has the needed administration and
facilities.
Establishing and launching doctoral schools and doctoral education
On request of the Educational Authority, the HAC issues expert opinions in procedures for establishing doctoral schools.
Operating licenses for foreign higher education institutions in Hungary
On request of the Educational Authority, the HAC issues expert opinions for licensing foreign
higher education institutions in Hungary or in procedures reviewing such operating licenses.

Other activities
Issuing opinions on applications for university professor positions
On request of a higher education institution, the HAC issues its opinion on applications for university professorships in procedures to grant professorial positions.
In developing its expert opinion on university professorial positions, the HAC examines on the
basis of the application whether the applicant complies with the conditions for such positions
set down in the Higher Education Act Section 28 (5) and assesses the applicant’s teaching
and scientific or artistic qualifications and achievements.
On request of the Minister to conduct an appeals procedure, the HAC Appeals Board issues
an expert opinion on the application.
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Accreditation and quality assessment supporting the enhancement of higher education programmes and higher education
institutions
On request of the Educational
Authority or the Minister, the
HAC carries out assessments
and issues reports relating to the
enhancement of running higher
education programmes and existing higher education institutions.
On request of a higher education institution, the HAC assesses
the higher education institution
and its quality assurance system.

Site visit to Dharma Gate Buddhist College

Institutional accreditation
Following a timetable agreed on with the Educational Authority and in conjunction with the
review of operating licenses of higher education institutions, the HAC assesses and accredits
the conditions for education, academic research and artistic activity and the organizational
Interview with students at the site visit to Károly Róbert College

Interview with students at the site visit to Károly Róbert College

and operational arrangements at higher education institutions in five-year cycles, in accordance with its assessment criteria based on the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance
in the European Higher Education Area (ESG), and with special regard to the content of the
institution’s quality development scheme. It assesses whether the scheme is in compliance
with the ESG, its organizational background, how it is executed and its outcomes evaluated,
and how the outcome requirements are monitored.
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Programme accreditation
Following a set timetable, which the HAC coordinates with the Educational Authority the HAC
conducts programme accreditation by conducting the analysis, evaluation and accreditation of bachelor and master programmes in
groups of study fields and branches2 based on
its evaluation standards and criteria, and focusing on the outcome requirements.

Site visit to Károly Róbert College

Accreditation of doctoral schools
In conducting the accreditation of doctoral schools, the HAC evaluates the core staff and
facilities at doctoral schools as well as the education and research or artistic activity at the
doctoral schools. Based on the results, it accredits them on the basis of its standards and criteria.

Checking theses at Kecskemét
College

Monitoring/follow-up procedures
Based on its evaluation standards and criteria,
the HAC conducts follow-up procedures to monitor the development of education, scientific research or artistic activity at higher education institutions and monitors in how far they accomplish the measures set down in their quality development programme and the observations and
recommendations for quality enhancement after previous evaluation procedures.

Issuing opinions on draft laws
If requested, the HAC issues its opinion on draft legislation.
Initiating reviews of legal compliance
If there are substantial reasons to initiate a review with the Educational Authority, the HAC will
initiate such a review. If there are substantial reasons to initiate a review of sound legality, the
HAC will initiate such a review by the Minister.

HAC ORGANISATION
Based on the new National Higher Education Act, from 1 March 2012 on the HAC had 18 full
members; with an amendment in effect from 24 July 2014 two additional members from the
National Union of Students and the Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry were
added. The president is nominated from among the 20 members by the minister in agreement
with the president of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. The president and members receive their letters of appointment from the prime minister. The law stipulates a Financial Supervisory Board, and since its inception the HAC has had an International Advisory Board and,
since 2001, a Hungarian Advisory Board.

2

The branches of study within individual study fields are set down in Government Decree 289/2005. (XII. 22.)
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HAC Organisation Chart

Members are appointed for a six-year term with the exception of the two student representatives, who are appointed for two years. The terms are renewable once. Members receive a
monthly fee. § 71 of the Higher Education Act states that:
(1) The HAC shall be comprised of 20 members. The Minister shall delegate 9 members, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
2 members, the Hungarian Academy of
Arts 1 member, the Hungarian Rectors’
Conference 3 members, denominational
legal entities maintaining higher education institutions 2 members, the Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 1
member, the National Union of Students 1
member, and the Association of Hungarian Doctoral Students 1 member. With the
exception of the members delegated by
the National Union of Students and the Association of Hungarian Doctoral Students,

all members shall hold scientific qualification. During delegation process, the delegating entities shall coordinate with each
other in order to ensure the proportionate
representation of the broad fields of science. Members of the Higher Education
Planning Board, rectors, and government
officials may not be members of the HAC.
(2) From the members of the Committee,
the Minister and the president of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences proposes the
president of the HAC. The President shall
be appointed by the Prime Minister.
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HAC Members
Name

Professional field

Ervin Balázs*
president

Agriculture

István Bérczi

Geology

Gyula Bakacsi

Business and
management

Scientific
degree

Position

Delegating entity /
Employer

HAS / Centre for AgriHAS full research professor,
cultural Research of
member general director
the HAS
advisor to Man. DiHungarian Chamber
rector at MOL Ltd.
CSc
of Commerce and In/ Prof. emeritus,
dustry
Miskolc University
CSc

university professor

Minister** / Semmelweis University

PhD student, Debrecen University

National Union of PhD
Students
Reformed Church /
Multidisciplinary
Budapest College of
Márton Csanády
PhD
college professor
social sciences
Communication and
Business
Minister** / Institute of
HAS full research professor, Linguistics of the HAS,
Katalin É. Kiss*
Linguistics
member university professor Pázmány P. Catholic
University
Hungarian Art Academy / Moholy-Nagy
István Ferencz
Architecture
DLA
university professor
University of Art, Napur
Architect Ltd
Minister** / SemmelPál Fejérdy
Clinical medicine CSc
university professor
weis University
Catholic Church /
Theology, linguisGyörgy Fodor*
PhD
university professor Pázmány P. Catholic
tics
University
Pharmaceutics,
HAS full
Minister** / University
Ferenc Fülöp
university professor
chemistry
member
of Szeged
MRK / National UniverFerenc Gazdag Political science DSc
university professor
sity of Public Service
Biology, theoretiuniversity associate Minister** / SemmelGábor Gerber
CSc
cal medicine
professor
weis University
student at UniverNational Union of StuTibor Gulyás
sity of Pécs
dents
Imre Csiszár

Folklore

Kálmán Győry

Mathematics

HAS full
professor emeritus
member

Minister** / Debrecen
University

János Hebling

Physics

DSc

university professor

Minister** / University
of Pécs

Ákos Jobbágy

Electrical engineering

DSc

university professor

MRK / Budapest Univ.
of Technology and
Economics
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Professional field

Scientific
degree

Position

Delegating entity /
Employer

László T. Kóczy

Computer sciences, electrical
engineering

DSc

university professor

Minister** / Széchenyi
István University

László Korinek

Public administra- HAS full
university professor
tion and law
member

HAS / University of
Pécs, Gazette of the
Ministry of the Interior

Gábor L. Kovács

Health sciences,
HAS full
clinical and theouniversity professor
member
retical medicine

MRK / University of
Pécs

Csaba
Kutnyánszky

Music

Name

Doctor
of Arts

* second term
** Minister of Human Resources
Abbreviations:
CSc Candidate of Science,
DSc: Doctor of Science approved by the Academy,
MRK: Hungarian Rectors' Conference

HAC plenary meeting
March 2015
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associate professor

Minister** / Liszt Ferenc
Academy of Music

HAC Secretariat

HAC staff and President Ervin Balázs, September 2015

The Secretariat has a staff of 17, five of whom work part-time. They include the Secretary General, his deputy, and a Financial Director, nine programme officers, four administrative staff
and an IT technician. The programme officers are assigned to expert committees whose work
they prepare and guide from inception to completion of evaluation reports and proposals for
HAC decisions. In addition they are responsible for several institutions, prepare and participate
in site-visits and assist in writing the evaluation report.
In addition to the membership, the HAC permanently invited representatives of the Ministry,
the Educational Authority, the Hungarian Rectors’ Conference, the Hungarian Doctoral Council, and the Higher Education Planning Board to participate in the public part of the plenary
meetings without voting rights.
Statutory Committees
Board of Financial Supervisors
The HAC has a Board of Financial Supervisors, as is legally mandated for public benefit organizations. Their task is to oversee the HAC’s financial operation.
It has three members appointed by the Minister, with one member recommended by the Rectors’ Conference and a second by the Academy of Sciences. Their mandates are for six years
and are once renewable. They receive a legally set semi-annual fee and are ex officio invited
to participate in the public part of the HAC plenary meetings.
Board of Appeals
The Higher Education Act stipulates an Appeals Board for the HAC. It has three members who
are delegated by the Minister. Their mandates are also for six years, once renewable, and they
receive monthly fees equal to those of the HAC members.
The Board of Appeals operates independently of the HAC and its members and may participate in the public part of the HAC plenary meetings. Their task is to review cases in which the
HAC is requested to issue a second opinion, based on the same standards and criteria that
the HAC uses.

14

Expert Committees
Expert committees for disciplines


Agriculture



Humanities



Religion and theology



Engineering



Art



Medicine



Social sciences



Natural sciences

Other committees


College of University professorship and doctoral issues



Conflict of interest and ethics



Higher vocational education (VET)



Teacher training

Advisory Committees
International Advisory Board
The task of the Board is to follow the work of the HAC and to provide advice, especially in its
annual meetings where, based on the HAC’s annual report and other documents, the Board
issues its Recommendations. The HAC may also ask the Board on occasion to recommend
experts for its external evaluations. The International Advisory Board, currently with five members, is an important sounding board for the work of the HAC. At the annual meetings, the
Board reviews the HAC’s activities in the past year and makes recommendations. The HAC’s
actions in response to them are discussed in the following year. In addition, the HAC requests
the opinion of Board members on major issues throughout the year.

Members of the International Advisory Board at their meeting in 2010:
Eric Froment, Jürgen Kohler, Christian Thune and Stanislaw Chwirot
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The members of the Board are
Stanislaw Chwirot, POLAND, physics, former Vice-Rector of Nicolaus Copernicus University in
Toruñ, former member of the Steering Committee of the CEE Network (CEENQA), former
chair of the Polish University Accreditation Commission.
Jasmina Havranek, CROATIA, food sciences, director of the Croatian Agency for Science and
Higher Education, former dean of the Faculty for Agriculture at Zagreb University, where
she continues to teach.
Achim Hopbach, AUSTRIA, history, managing director of the Austrian Agency for Quality Assurance and Accreditation, previously managing director of the German Accreditation
Council, from 2009 to 2013 president of ENQA.
Jürgen Kohler, GERMANY, law, 1994-2000 rector of the University of Greifswald, 2005-2007 president of the German Accreditation Council, member of the institutional accreditation
commissions of FIBAA and ZEvA, expert in the Institutional Evaluation Program of EUA and
coordinator of the EUA Quality Culture project, president of the Appeals Committee of the
European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR), member of the Erfurt Academy of Sciences.
Lieudvika Leisyte, Germany, professor of public policy at Dortmund University’s Center for
Higher Education, for ten years prior to that researcher at the Center for Higher Education
Policy Studies (CHEPS) at Twente University, The Netherlands.
Christian Thune, DENMARK, political science, independent higher education professional, formerly the Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Law and Political Science at the University of
Copenhagen, the executive director of the Danish Quality Evaluation Institute (EVA), the
vice-president of the Danish Accreditation Council (ACE), and the first president of ENQA
(2000-2005). Member of the international panel that evaluated the HAC for the first time in
1999-2000.
Hungarian Advisory Board
A Hungarian Advisory Board was first set up in 2001 and, after a pause, re-established in 2012
with ten members. They are leaders in business and industry, the church, chambers, universities
and research institutes. Similar to the International Advisory Board, their task is to provide analysis on the quality of higher education, the needs of the employment market, and suggestions
on what the HAC could do to improve the educational provision.
The members of the Board are
Gábor Bojár, Graphisoft, president
Géza Búvár, former CEO, KITE Ltd. (retired)
Péter Erdő, HAS* full member, Cardinal, Primate of Hungary, Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapest.
János Ginsztler, HAS* full member, Budapest University of Technology and Economics, University profesor / Hungarian Chamber of Engineers, President
István Greiner, CSc, Richter Gedeon Plc., deputy director for research
Péter Huszti, DLA, University of Theater and Motion Picture Arts, university professor
Tivadar Magyari, PhD, Babes Bolyai University, Cluj, Romania, university docent
Gábor Makara, HAS* full member, HAS Research Institute for Experimental Medicine, research professor
Péter Závodszky, HAS* full member, HAS Research Institute for Enzyme Studies at Szeged,
research professor / Hungarian Foundation for Innovation, president.
*HAS – Hungarian Academy of Sciences
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EXTERNAL RELATIONS
The HAC upholds ongoing contacts with
the national bodies
dealing with higher education, first of all the
State Secretariat for
Higher Education under the Ministry of Human Resources; the
Educational Authority;
the Hungarian Rectors’
Conference; the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences; the Hungarian Doctoral Council,
the National Union of
Students; and the Association of Hungarian
Doctoral Students.
As to foreign relations,
the HAC became a full member of the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher
Education (ENQA) in 2002, and has undergone two reviews (2008, 2013) by external panels to
confirm its compliance with the ESG and ENQA criteria in order to renew its membership. The
HAC is also a long-standing member of the International Network
of Quality Assurance Agencies in
Higher Education (INQAAHE) and
founding member of the Central
and Eastern European Network of
Quality Assurance Agencies in
Higher Education (CEENQA, formerly CEE Network). HAC Presidents, Secretary General and
staff member have been on the
decision-making or advisory bodies of ENQA, INQAAHE, the European Quality Assurance Register
for Higher Education (EQAR Register Committee), CEENQA, the European University Association's (EUA) Institutional Evaluation Programme (IEP), the Accreditation Commission FAK-INST of FIBAA, Germany, the Agency for Quality Assurance and Accreditation Austria (AQ Austria), and the Polish Accreditation Committee (PKA).
They participate in international reviews and projects, are trained ENQA team review experts,
take part in agency reviews. The HAC has signed a cooperation agreement with the Lithuanian agency SKVC. In addition, some HAC members and external expert committee members
have been invited as experts to review study programs in Albania, Estonia, Lithuania, Kazakhstan and Kosovo, some of them several times.
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Presidents, Secretary General and staff member have been on the decision-making or advisory bodies of ENQA, INQAAHE, the European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education
(EQAR Register Committee), CEENQA, the European University Association's (EUA) Institutional
Evaluation Programme (IEP), the Accreditation Commission FAK-INST of FIBAA, Germany, the
Agency for Quality Assurance and Accreditation Austria (AQ Austria), and the Polish Accreditation Committee (PKA).

Upon the visit of a
Chinese delegation
Professor JI Ping, Director-General of
HEEC, Ministry of Education of P. R. China,
hands a gift to HAC
President Ervin Balázs

They participate in international reviews and projects, are trained ENQA team review experts,
take part in agency reviews. The HAC has signed a cooperation agreement with the Lithuanian agency SKVC. In addition, some HAC members and external expert committee members
have been invited as experts to review study programs in Albania, Estonia, Lithuania, Kazakhstan and Kosovo, some of them several times.
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MORE ON THE ENGLISH WEBSITE











In March 2013 the HAC (MAB,
in Hungarian) celebrated its
20th anniversary

About the HAC
Internal quality
News
Organization
Regulations, Procedures
HAC databases
Publications
Hungarian website content
Useful links

Founding President
András Róna-Tas and, chronologically, former Presidents
Pál Michelberger, László
Fésüs and György Bazsa
(from left to right)

Address:
H-1013 Budapest
Krisztina krt. 39/B 4th floor
Phone: 36-1/344-0314
Fax: 36-1/344-0313

The building with
the HAC offices on
the 4th floor.

www.mab.hu
http://tir.mab.hu
www.doktori.hu

19

Hungarian Accreditation Committee
H-1013 Budapest
Krisztina krt. 39/B, 4th floor
Phone: 36-1/344-0314
Fax: 36-1/344-0313
http://www. mab.hu
http://www.mab.hu/web/index.php?lang=en
© Secretariat of the Hungarian Accreditation Committee
ISBN 978-963-12-3611-8
Editor: Christina Rozsnyai
Responsible Editor: Tibor Szántó, Secretary General
titkarsag@mab.hu

Printed by: CYPRESS Nyomdai Szolgáltató Kft.
Director: Róbert Ónodi

